Chairman’s Notes – Peter Jackson

As most local members will know our member, number 48, Malcolm Barrington died in Aintree Hospital on the night of December 8th from cancer.  The funeral service was held at St Andrew’s Church, Maghull, on December 16th, followed by burial in his parents’ grave at Thornton Cemetery.  Twenty five members of the club  attended the funeral and our honorary member Kevin Reilly of Maghull Coaches, for whom Malcolm had worked for several years, very kindly provided Ribble PD 3 TCK 847 to take MBC members from the church to the cemetery.

Malcolm joined the club almost at its inception and attended most meetings, local and holiday tours.  He served on the committee for many years and provided coaches from his several employers over the years for many club tours.  

It is more than likely that Malcolm would have continued to drive for Ribble, for whom he had worked since leaving school, only Malcolm would not become a one man driver, and so left Ribble to drive for Holmeswood Coaches and subsequently other coach operators.

Malcolm will be greatly missed by club members.  Hopefully we will be able to organise some event to commemorate him.

Editorial – Ian Simpson
The Merseyside Bus Club, and the enthusiast fraternity as a whole, lost a friend and a true gentleman when Malcolm passed away in December. I remember one particular time I had cause to be grateful for Malcolm’s kind manner – I had lost some notes which he’d lent me in order to put some information together for an issue of the Review back in 2003; they were his originals, not copies, and it obviously wasn’t good that I’d mislaid them. There are members who’d have thumped me for less, but not Malcolm who was very gracious about the whole thing. When the notes turned up about a month later, we had a good laugh about it.

Many members will know by now that it was thanks to Malcolm’s generous donation of a colour laser printer that we can enjoy Review covers in colour more often than we would otherwise have been able to do. Malcolm was one of the driving forces behind the Stagecoach Titan line-up last September, and he had driven on Club tours on a number of occasions. In short, he loved the Club, and he loved his hobby.

The reason Malcolm got so much out of his interest in buses and his membership of the Club is simply that he put so much in to them. He gave of his time and his talent and in turn he reaped the benefits in terms of fulfillment and satisfaction.

That example is Malcolm’s legacy to us as a club, to us as his friends, to us as human beings and, as we begin another year, we could all do worse than to resolve to follow it.

FORTHCOMING M. B. C. TOURS

Saturday March 4th
** NOTE CORRECTED PICK-UP TIMES!!! **
DERBYSHIRE & NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. Annual joint tour with the Crosville Enthusiasts Club, to Chesterfield, Hodthorpe and Worksop. Visits proposed to operators including TM Travel and Johnsons. We are hoping to use one of Arriva’s new Volvo B7L double-deckers. Commence 0640 Broadgreen, then 0700 Liverpool, 0710 Birkenhead, 0720 Prenton, 0800 Chester.



Sunday April 2nd
COBHAM Bus Museum Open Day. We have been invited to join Steve Graham’s annual trip to this event in Surrey, using a Bristol RE coach. Only one pick up, at Daresbury Village near Warrington, at 0700. Admission is by programme only: £8 for adults with up to two accompanied under-16 year-olds free. The 24 page Ticket to Ride programme - only available on the day - entitles entry to Wisley Airfield, Cobham Bus Museum, as well as unlimited travel on all the Open Day bus services.


Saturday May 6th 
WALSALL & WOLVERHAMPTON AREA Study Tour. Independent operators still provide many services in this area, with a wide variety of rolling stock to be seen. We aim to ride on a good selection of these services using Centro day tickets. Contact Ian Simpson for details.



May 21st – 27th
HOLIDAY TOUR spending three nights in Kent followed by three nights in Sussex. Price in the region of £395.00 per person, inclusive of all travel and six nights’ hotel accommodation in shared en suite rooms. Supplements will be requested for single rooms. Contact Bill Barlow for a detailed booking form, which can be sent by post or by e-mail. Early booking would be helpful, to give us an idea of numbers when arranging hotels and ferries.



Saturday TBC, June (not 10th)
BRISTOL AREA Early start, fast coach, our first ever day trip to this city. More details (including date) in the April issue.

Thursday June 29th
AMSTERDAM AND UTRECHT Study Tour by Public Transport. Join us as we sample fuel cell Citaros in Amsterdam and 25-metre double-artics in Utrecht! Flying to and from Schiphol by easyJet from Liverpool Airport; flight tickets will be about £35 if booked in advance at www.easyjet.com (outbound flight 7001 at 0615; return flight 7008 at 2140). 



Wednesday TBC, July
EVENING TOUR It is planned to use a heritage vehicle from the Wirral Transport Museum. More details (including date) in the April issue.



Sunday September 24th

SHOWBUS 2006 Fast coach from Merseyside. 0600 from Liverpool, suburban pick ups to be advised.



Tours: General Information

Picking-up and Setting-down Points

BIRKENHEAD

Conway Park Station, Europa Boulevard.

BROADGREEN

Gardener’s Arms, Edge Lane Drive.

HOLMES CHAPEL

Town Centre, Library.

LIVERPOOL

Ship & Mitre pub, 133 Dale Street.

PRENTON

Swan Hotel, Woodchurch Road.

Other pick-ups along our line of route can be arranged with prior notice. 

Concessionary Fares: Passengers pay two thirds of the full fare until reaching their 18th birthday and after reaching their 60th birthday. 

Booking: To book, contact Bill Barlow by letter, telephone, e-mail or in person. No advance payment or SAE required. For tours by Public Transport, contact Ian Simpson – these tours have an upper limit of 20 people so it is wise to book early.  If you are delayed reaching your pick-up point, ring Bill on mobile 07710 472 976. Non members are welcome on MBC tours, provided that they are either guests of a member or are members of another transport society. Smoking is not permitted on board any vehicle in use on an MBC tour. Cancellations: It is possible that a tour may be cancelled in the event of low bookings. A decision will be made ten days before the tour date and all booked passengers notified. However, the last time this happened was over 13 years ago.

Tours Sub-Committee: Bill Barlow, Martin Connolly and David Leigh, all contact details as shown inside the front cover.

TOUR REPORT: OPTARE WORKS AND LEEDS

Michael Evans

As I chiselled away at a substantial layer of frost and ice on the car windscreen at 7.15am, it seemed likely that the day ahead would be fairly cold. Having arrived at the pick-up point in Birkenhead I was pleased to see that the vehicle approaching (Cumfybus C7MFY, in its distinctive bright yellow livery) was not only on time but also likely to offer warmth, decent legroom and a cruising speed which would make the the journey along the M62 comfortable and relaxing. This proved to be the case, but the journey to the Optare factory in the Cross Gates area of Leeds proved to be slightly more troublesome than anticipated. I know from my own experience that it is often the last few hundred yards of a lengthy journey that can provide the greatest challenge to anyone unfamiliar with the area. Having arrived at the centre of Cross Gates without difficulty, the final half mile was achieved via at least three visits to the local shopping centre, a nearby hospital, and the car park of the Asda supermarket. Nevertheless, we arrived at the factory at about 10.15am, only a few minutes later than scheduled.

On arrival, the first vehicle noted was Optare Tempo demonstrator YJ05 JWZ. This was parked in front of the main administrative block of the factory and was to be studied in more detail later. Our first port of call was to be the lecture room where, in addition to providing tea and biscuits, our hosts had prepared a short presentation on the company’s products since its inception in 1985.

Via a series of photographs we were reminded of most of the vehicle types produced by Optare over the years. These included the Delta, the Excel, the Spectra and of course the Solo and more recent products such as the Tempo. In addition to the factory at Leeds we were also informed about the manufacturing base at Rotherham which had initially been a centre for after-sales and repairs before expansion, and of further manufacturing capacity in Spain (centred on production at the family-run coachbuilders Ferqui) and Malaysia together with further service centres in London and Scotland.

It is  the Spanish company which is currently manufacturing one of Optare’s latest models, the 29-33 seater luxury midicoach named the Toro which was launched at 2005’s ‘Coach & Bus Live’ at Birmingham. Other Optare products presently in production include the Bonito (a 16-seat minicoach) and the top-of-the-range Solera which accommodates 39 passengers and has more of a full-size coach look about it.

The company has expanded continuously over the past twenty years both in turnover and staff employed. Today there are over 500 employees and following a recent management buy-out from its previous owners, North American Bus Industries (NABI), it seemed clear that there is an air of optimism for the future at least in the short to medium term. This view was supported by the fact that order books were full into 2006, particularly due to the success of the Solo range.

Several mentions were made of the way in which Optare can build flexibility into its current product range by building integral vehicles. So, for example, both the Solo and the Tempo can be built to four different lengths (the Solo, of course, also to a ‘slimline’ width of 2.33m as opposed to the standard 2.5m). Additionally left hand drive versions are produced and centre doors added if required.

Our tour of the factory started in the area where the initial framing is built. Made of steel sections which are welded together, the basic box shape (minus front and rear ends at this stage) gave no clues as to what it was to become. Further down the assembly line however, and after the fitting of flooring, some external panelling and an incredible amount of wiring, we were to see a number of Tempos and Solos taking shape. The front and rear ends of the vehicle are attached as individual single moulded sections. By the time we had reached the assembly hall the vehicles were beginning to look structurally complete, although of course without any exterior trim or paintwork at this stage.

Undoubtedly the most noticeable vehicle at this stage of construction was a Spectra which was the very last of its type to be built. A hand-written cardboard notice affixed to the front dome confirmed that it was ‘THE VERY LAST ONE’. Inevitably this drew the attention of those of us with cameras, and the vehicle was duly photographed from every conceivable angle. Outside in the rear yard stood the penultimate Spectra, unregistered and in all-over white. Neither of these Spectras had been sold to an operator at the time of our visit.

The final part of the tour took us to an area where vehicles were nearing completion. Included here was a Solo in Arriva livery and other Solo and Tempo models in a variety of operator liveries. 

It had not been possible to view the paint or trim shops because these parts of the factory were closed. Apparently it is difficult to entice staff to work at weekends, even with the incentive of enhanced pay, as many tend to value their leisure time these days. In fact even those parts of the factory that were open had only what amounted to a skeleton staff on duty.

Our final photo opportunity presented itself at the front of the factory as we returned to our starting point and the Tempo demonstrator parked outside. With the prospect of the vehicle being moved to a position underneath the large Optare sign affixed to the front of the building, and in such a way as to make the most of the bright winter sunshine, most of us climbed aboard. The ride lasted no more than twenty yards in reverse but will nevertheless go into the record as a vehicle ridden upon by the Bus Club. Could this be the first time that a Club journey has been made entirely in reverse, I wonder?

With the time fast approaching 12.30pm (closing time on a Saturday) and formal thanks having been made, we headed into Leeds Bus Station where the remainder of daylight hours provide time to explore the City Centre. Our journey home was uneventful but worthy of mention was the inaugural ‘litter patrol’ exercise on board the coach which mustered three times of rubbish – the first item of all (for the record) being an empty bottle of lemon flavour Iced Tea deposited by Ian Simpson.

From a personal perspective I found the trip extremely enjoyable and informative. It was clear that Optare had made an effort to welcome us to the factory, rather than simply tolerating our presence, and the appreciative comments made by Ian Simpson to our host James Kay at the end of our visit were as genuine as they were justified. Thanks to Bill Barlow and his team for organising the trip and to Les Scott for his driving.

MERSEYSIDE BUS CLUB MEETINGS

Forthcoming Meetings

All meetings are held at the Ship & Mitre pub, 133 Dale Street, Liverpool (near to the Queensway Tunnel entrance). Please note that meetings are at 7.45pm for 8.00pm prompt start, and aim to finish by 10pm to enable the room to be vacated by 10.30pm.
Wednesday March 1st: MARK YOUDAN with slides of last year’s holiday tour to Scotland and the Outer Hebrides, plus other subjects.

Wednesday April 5th: STEVE KELLY – British buses overseas.

Wednesday May 3rd: Speaker to be confirmed.

Meeting Report

Wednesday December 7th: ANNUAL CHRISTMAS QUIZ. We haven’t received the official Quiz Report yet for reasons which we are given to understand are something to do with a coup attempt in Moldova (inspired by the figure of an elderly grandmother beating a drum); suffice it to say at this point that it was as ever an excellent and convivial gathering of most of the Merseyside enthusiast fraternity’s greatest brains – plus a team headed by your Editor, on his debut as a Team Captain,  which made up the numbers and came last. The winning team this year was Les Scott’s, and a very good performance it was too.

This had been billed in advance as the ‘fastest moving quiz ever’ and it lived up to its name; certain members expressed regret that the old lady running for the Trent Leyland National had been dropped from the video round, however, proving that even our great Quizmaster Dave Godsmark can’t please all the people all  the time! Seriously, I’d give the quiz douze points – come and join in in 2006 if you haven’t already done so! - IS

Wednesday January 4th: PETER JACKSON, BRITISH BUSES 1967-80. The final selection of Peter’s slides taken between 1967 and 1980 contained much of interest and covered a large geographical area with locations as diverse as Edinburgh, Nottingham and Devon being visited during the course of the evening’s journey back through time.

A good proportion of the evening covered locations closer to home, with a number of buses from Peter’s former employer Crosville featuring as well as many vehicles of the former municipal operators which were swallowed up by the creation of the Merseyside and SELNEC Passenger Transport Executives.

This was a fascinating look back at a lost era of civic pride and traffic-free streets, and due thanks are extended to Peter for an excellent presentation – IS.

CORNISH FAIRWAYS – Part III

by Steve Harris

Following months of discussions to try to reach an amicable agreement, a dispute over unacceptable pay and working conditions came to a head on Friday 7th July 2005 when the entire First Devon and Cornwall workforce were engaged in a one-day strike, the first time I had found myself on strike in my career. Whilst I feel it is not really appropriate to go into detail about the factors that led to the strike in this article, it was gratifying to hear so many kind words of support from passengers and the general public, and also that of staff from other First subsidiaries (including Rock Ferry), who all refused to be sent here to 'cross the picket line'. Industrial action of any nature inevitably and regrettably causes disruption to customers but I believe, albeit as a last resort, it is the only option to try and ensure employees are given fair pay and conditions that they deserve. A further one-day stoppage took place the following Thursday, with senior management once again taking to the wheel to ensure school services at least, ran as normal. An agreement was eventually reached during August.

During mid July, although rather later than expected, I was transferred to Newquay depot. The depot is located at the side of the railway station in the town itself and only a five minute walk from my home, which was ideal. I can in fact see (and hear) the depot from my bedroom window. The current allocation at Newquay is smaller than in previous years due to the presence of an independent competitor, Western Greyhound, run by a former Western National manager in the Newquay area. The events surrounding the two operators' dispute are really beyond the scope of this article and also to a degree rather political so I will not go into any more detail about it here.

One Summer morning at Newquay, I was asked to operate the 0655 route 90 to Truro. As I pulled up in the bus station and opened the doors on ex-Scottish dual door Olympian A104FSA I heard a voice ask if I went to Fazakerley! A few seconds later Elliot Stuffins appeared with his friend which was quite a surprise, as I had no idea he had planned to visit. They joined me for a trip, which was probably their last aboard that vehicle as it was subsequently deroofed (not by me of course!) and scrapped a short time later. Incidentally the centre exit doors on vehicles such as this one have not been isolated and thus remain operational at the driver's discretion.

My parents visited during mid July and whilst here, travelled with me to St. Ives on VR VDV141S on Summer service 301. On another occasion on this service I was given dual purpose ECW Olympian A751VAF in an all over blue advertising livery (including the front of the bus) for Cornwall College. 

This vehicle is nicknamed the 'rocking horse' due to its excessive swaying and bouncing and has caused at least one driver to physically vomit at the end of a joumey driving this vehicle! Service 305 links Newquay with the two main holiday parks near the town and operates an almost continuous shuttle service throughout the Summer using two double deckers, usually VRs. It is the busiest route and fully-laden VRs are not uncommon. My first time on the evening version of service 305 was a subsequent topic of conversation within the depot as no one had told me that after 11pm the service stops short of the holiday park so when I drove into the grounds at nearly midnight on VR AFJ747T I was rather confused at the frosty reception I received from the staff on the site! Presumably some of the holiday makers on site were also not particularly pleased at being awoken by the sound of a VR at that hour!

Another memorable journey I operated was Summer route 85 to Truro and Perranporth. Due to a shortage of vehicles I was given Volvo B10M coach F445DUG (re-registered TJY761). On leaving Newquay I had a full load aboard. The unsuspecting passengers, predominantly holidaymakers, subsequently thought they were on a coach excursion! On one particular Summer Saturday a train had failed on the single track Newquay branch line, leaving passengers stranded. I was hastily called upon to take the passengers to the mainline and given VR AFJ749T. The lower saloon was used solely as a luggage store so all passengers were to ride in the upper saloon only! On returning out of service, I somehow missed a turn and ended up on the outskirts of Bodmin 30 miles north of Newquay! Luckily I did not encounter any low bridges.

Whilst at Newquay one of the ex-Yorkshire Dennis Lances, 60995 (N457JUG) became the centre of controversy. Although a sluggish vehicle by any means and a generally unpopular type of vehicle in the fleet, a petition was eventually drawn up by the company health and safety representative to which all drivers including myself signed to confirm that they would refuse to drive it as it is dangerously slow, especially at busy junctions. As a result the vehicle has not seen service for some time. Another controversial vehicle in the fleet is Roe-bodied Olympian A709JHW recently transferred from the Bristol area and retaining Badgerline livery. This particular bus is also extremely sluggish and is restricted to schools or emergency contingencies only. It has been nicknamed the Yellow Peril!

The long awaited and delayed delivery of three brand new low floor Dennis Tridents arrived in the fleet at the beginning of September boosting morale at the depot - Newquay's first new buses for many years. Two have been colourfully route branded for services 89/90 (Newquay / ​Truro – Falmouth). This was to be my first drive of a low-floor double decker and I was very impressed. From a drivers point of view, and compared to a Dennis Dart of the same age, they are far superior. As September progressed, I was required to work out of Camborne depot, due to staff shortages etc. I was to be based here for most of the remainder of my time in Cornwall. (At this point I decided to stay down here a little longer until the beginning of November). 

Camborne depot is rather traditionally located in the town centre, together with the original company bus station on the same site, although the site itself is rather cramped, and as such no staff car parking is available on site except for late shift drivers. Camborne is at the heart of the old mining area of Cornwall. The trunk service 14/18 between Truro/Camborne and St Ives/Penzance is operated from here and is the most frequent service in Cornwall operating every 15 minutes using 2005 SLF branded Darts, although due to vehicle shortages I was most unusually allocated former GM Olympian B106SJA on one particular day. There are also a number of other local routes. 

During my time at this depot one evening shift became etched on my mind. whilst travelling through the village of St Day late one evening on an SLF Dart on route 40B I lost my bearings for this part of the route and asked an elderly lady who was the only passenger aboard for directions. She subsequently sent me down a narrow residential cul-de-sac! After waking most of the unsuspecting residents I eventually managed to get out and got back on route, albeit running rather late!

Until recently all engineering work to the bus fleet was centralised at Camborne. However St Austell depot, largely mothballed for some time except for a small section in use as an overnight stabling point for bus parking/fuelling, has been reopened to ease the engineering backlog – a number of vehicles have latterly been given prohibitions for defects. After a friend visited me at the beginning of October, the final weeks flew by and it eventually sunk in that my expedition would soon be over. I had really enjoyed my time in Cornwall. I had met many different people along my 'journey', and have kept in touch with some of them. It was also an excellent learning curve for me and became more than just about fulfilling an ambition to drive buses here, but a whole new life experience as well.

To conclude, this subsidiary continues to struggle financially and the impending award of the new rail franchise in the area will largely determine the future of First in Devon and Cornwall, particularly in Cornwall, were the operating area is largely rural and heavily dependant on the seasonal increase in passengers during the Summer. In addition to this, First is currently in dispute with the local council over a redevelopment plan in Camborne which directly affects the current site of First's depot and bus station in the town, in addition to this almost all routes at this depot are up for contract renewal in 2006. The loss of these routes would have devastating consequences for the company and staff in this area. Finally there is also the growing activities of First's competitors, particularly Western Greyhound, in Newquay chipping away at the business, creating a fragmented and unstable network. Only time will tell but there are surely going to be major changes here in the near future. Finally, by early November 2005 just fifteen VRs remained active in Cornwall and three at Torpoint; in addition there are several in reserve fleet status.

DOUBLE-DECKER HUNTING IN GERMANY

Steve Kelly

When one mentions double decker buses in Germany thoughts tend to focus on the sizeable fleet serving the capital, Berlin, run by the local operator BVG. Perhaps lesser known are the 200 plus former British double-deckers known to exist in the country where they serve a variety of purposes, some actually in the business of carrying passengers.

In June 2005 I was fortunate enough to be able to join up with the Sheffield based “Old Timers Holiday “ tour which was to cover an area from Stuttgart in the south across to Leipzig in the east before finishing the week in Düsseldorf on the Rhine. Much planning goes into OTH ensuring that sufficient research is carried out to make an annual event both interesting and financially viable.Each holiday usually begins with a free weekend in a base with a range of transport interest broad enough to keep people amused whilst fellow travellers fly in from various UK airports in readiness for the real fun which usually kicks off on the Monday. Stuttgart was an excellent choice for a couple of days of transport bashing as this industrial city, home to Mercedes-Benz and Porsche, can be explored by bus, tram (strassenbahn), light rail (stadtbahn) and a cable tramway (seilbahn) which uses 1928/9 wooden panelled stock. An additional attraction that coincided with our visit was the excellent tramway museum which only opens its doors on the last Saturday of each month. 

Trolleybus enthusiasts can sample the Esslingen system about 30 minutes from Stuttgart on the S-bahn.

As for British double-deckers I was able to steal a bit of a march on the rest of the party by meeting up with a locally based enthusiast friend who knew the whereabouts of a couple of former Eastern Counties Bristol FLFs.These were parked on the road of an industrial estate near Boblingen, painted red and cream and carrying not surprisingly London Transport names, fleet numbers and popular destinations. It was intended to hire at least one of these buses for OTH but all requests to the owners failed to produce a response.

Monday began with the party boarding a regional express(RE) train from Stuttgart to Aalen, an hour’s journey that enabled us to rendevous with the first of the trip’s hired double-deckers a former Wilts & Dorset Bristol FLF with Leyland engine and semi-automatic transmission that began life as JMR821F and in its current role is available for hires from regional bus company OVA Reisen for which it is painted red but carries a British destination blind. From Aalen we were taken on 2 hour run through gentle rolling south German countryside to Donauworth where we were to rendevous with former London Transport RM1111.This wasn’t accomplished without problems but after a rather protracted delay the red open-topped Routemaster finally appeared at Donauworth bahnhof and we were soon being driven rather spiritedly through more sunbaked German countryside. As befitted a bus now owned by Roland Link (Link Catering) the seating had been rearranged to incorporate tables fitted with lamps although the general condition of the vehicle didn’t match the immaculately turned out FLF that we’d alighted from but the fact that it was driven with considerably more verve than the sedately driven Lodekka was appreciated by OHT’s organizers who clearly had a schedule to maintain.The RM still had a rear upper deck bulkhead fitted  but not as securely in place as it should have been as we were to discover later in the day whilst bowling merrily down an autobahn. Still, that’s what plastic tie-ups were invented for!

The first operator premises visited was the property of Creativ Marketing (Kick And Fun) (sic.) who own a fascinating collection of British expats.,most of which were present when we called at the fairly remote rural location. Lodekkas once again featured,the most impressive being a former Eastern National FLF6G, JWC711, which has been converted to offside rear entrance layout in a most professional manner. Former Thames Valley GRX131D was laid up awaiting attention as was a former Hants & Dorset FS. RM339 was the token open-top Routemaster whilst an RML carrying its British license plate looked as though it had not long been imported. Scotland was represented in the form of one time Western SMT Albion Lowlander UCS640.

The bus we were taken for “a run around the block” in was former Devon General AEC Regent V 983MDV, an AV470-engined MCW-bodied example that had required a substantial amount of roof lowering to conform to the maximum 4m allowed under German law.  It had an extensively modified interior too, with few seats in the lower deck and none upstairs but it sounded healthy enough being driven around country lanes not at all dissimilar to its old South Devon stamping ground. Back aboard RM1111 our next double-deck discovery was  a chance sighting of a former Berlin MAN on a mid afternoon school run shortly before arriving at the premises of Merhammer Autohaus in Pfaffenhofen an de Ilm. Here we saw former Brighton Titan PD3 / Cammell  Laird MCD134F. Converted to open top when still a Brighton vehicle we found it languishing in an open yard with its British reg. plate in place and the upper deck covered with a tarpaulin sheet. Looking rather sorry for itself one suspects that it had not been used for quite a while.

The last call of the day was to the home depot of our tour bus, Roland Link’s Augsburg site which lies in an industrial area of the Bavarian city.On arrival we found another open-top RM(709) and inside the workshops former Red & White Bristol FS6G 1EWO undergoing a thorough restoration and covered in dust.

 After photographing the RM we were then taken to Augsburg Hauptbahnhof in RM1111 and spent several hours at leisure in this splendidly preserved town. Most of us took a couple of rides on the local tram network before dining al fresco on another hot German evening. Transport back to Stuttgart was courtesy of DB and a 1 hour 45 ICE journey.

Tuesday began with us being picked up near our Stuttgart hotel by another Bristol FLF. EHT110C began life as a Cheltenham District vehicle and is now owned by Kleins Raben Linie to whose Remshalden base we were initially taken. On arrival the owner’s other FLF, former Bristol Omnibus 818SHW was removed from its covered shed and posed with EHT for photographs.Both are turned out in a red and cream livery but at least SHW carried a genuine scroll Bristol fleetname on a nearside lower panel rather than the usual “London Transport“ suggesting that the owner had done his homework. EHT had had some modifications to its lower deck layout but was fully seated upstairs. 

We left Remshalden and headed north for a rendevous at Heilbronn with another Lodekka, former Crosville DFG155 (4225FM) which after serving as a driver trainer with  Clydeside Scottish found itself being exported to Germany. It was now in the ownership of Busbetrieb Laier of  Wiesloch-Baiertal and painted red with yellow trim. Although luxuriously refurbished internally it soon became apparent that with its 4-speed gearbox and its rather tired sounding Gardner engine we would struggle to make a rail connection at Heidelberg.

Traffic was heavy too and even though an autobahn snarl up was  bypassed in choosing the adjacent trunk roads when we were disgorged at Heidelberg HBf it was soon learned that our train had already left for Mannheim. So after a brief photograph session we hailed a trio of  taxis for a 10 mile autobahn dash to the Rhine city’s HBf where we arrived in ample time to catch an ICE to Kassel, a 2 hour rail journey to the north which also served as a lunch break. DB can usually be relied upon to provide a good buffet service and this was no exception. 

Upon alighting at Kassel onto an overtly modern bahnhof forecourt amongst the collection of local service buses and trams was yet another red Lodekka. 465FTT began life back in 1961 as Southern National FLF6G 1977. Now owned by Stadtwerke of Gottlingen which is where it was to take us,a one hour run mainly by autobahn the bus is used on tours of its new home city in addition to being available for Private Hires. A lively motor in immaculate condition this was to be our last double-deck ride of the day and following the obligatory “posed in the sunshine” photos we bade a fond farewell outside Gottlingen bahnhof in order to catch yet another ICE train to the overnight stopping place of Braunschweig.

This was where I had chosen to part company with the rest of the party as I had to return to work on the Friday so my plans included an overnight stop in Magdeburg prior to boarding a Thursday afternoon EasyJet flight from Berlin to Liverpool. As for the Old Timers they had a Wednesday run from Leipzig in another former Wilts & Dorset semi-automatic Bristol FLF6L which I had myself stumbled across by pure luck in 2004 on a visit to the former East German city. By all accounts this vehicle was even more impressive to ride in than its previously hired sister! Their week long trip north-westwards to Düsseldorf and along the way a number of other interesting old British double-deckers were sought out for photographs and rides. 

My thanks go to Martin Nicholls, Paul Fox and Ian Manning for arranging a most enjoyable trip and to everyone else who contributed by making the trip and not least to our German hosts for whom nothing seemed to be too much trouble,seemingly sympathetic to a hobby that quite frankly appears baffling to your average European. Old Timers Holiday is provisionally expected to hit the road again in July 2006 with a return visit to Belgium and Holland where a whole bunch of interesting old British vehicles are lying in wait. Anyone who is interested and would like more details is welcome to contact the author of this piece via your Editor.

THE 2005 HOLIDAY TOUR REPORT – PART I

Bill Barlow

This was the twelfth holiday to be run by the MBC and attracted an unusually high attendance in the mid thirties. Whereas the emphasis on most holidays has been on rare and unusual vehicles, this time the attraction was that it gave an opportunity to see bus activity in a part of the British Isles that is not easily accessible. Without a doubt, two of the major attractions were the coach we used and the ferry crossings. For the coach we are indebted to club member Steve Graham for providing his 1969 Bristol RELH6G coach, ex Crosville CRG 106 (AFM 106G), restored to a very high standard and licensed as a PCV. It is well known for its many European adventures, some of them reported in the Review, and is a credit to its owner. This was to be a different kind of challenge for coach and driver - an eight day tour embracing motorways, city streets, single track island roads and ferries, all with the considerable weight of thirty five passengers and their luggage. 

Strung out off the north west of Scotland, the Outer Hebrides are also known as the Western Isles. Our plan was to proceed south to north, starting in Barra and going via Eriskay, South Uist, Benbecula, North Uist, Berneray and Harris up to Lewis. Some of these islands are joined to each other physically or by causeways, others are connected by Caledonian MacBrayne ferries. 

Saturday 21st May. Our trek began routinely enough in Dale Street outside the Ship and Mitre. Having picked up here and in Preston we ran fast to the territory of Cumbria Classic Coaches. This operator runs a heritage fleet that includes ex Crosville 627 HFM, which we couldn't resist hiring. It is a convertible Bristol LD6G painted in the cream and black coach livery that Crosville also used for their open top buses. Owner Will Hamer was at the wheel of the Lodekka and took us from the M6 to Kirkby Stephen, where the opportunity was taken to photograph the two cream and black Crosvilles together. 

Further fast running brought us to Glasgow for our first overnight stop. A rapid hotel check-in and then we were off to Bridgeton for a visit to the Glasgow Vintage Vehicle Trust, who are based in a former Corporation bus garage. All vehicles in this well organised museum are under cover and two Leylands of Merseyside interest were a former MPTE Atlantean / Willowbrook (now open top) and a former Ribble PD3/5. 

The next leg of our journey was to Greenock, about 25 miles away, on the museum's ex London National OJD 908R. Our Greenock to Glasgow journey was via the River Clyde on the paddle steamer Waverley, which enabled our evening meal to be taken on the move. The National met us off the Waverley and deposited us in Sauchiehall Street, near to our hotel. I marvelled at the incongruous spectacle of a London bus in this famous street, showing "146 Bromley Common". Meanwhile, CRG106 rested in the museum for the night. 

Sunday 22nd May. The island hopping began in earnest today, but not before another sortie in Glasgow. Thanks to one of our useful contacts First B27 YYS, a Barbie liveried Volvo Ailsa, was specially scheduled to operate an additional journey on route 42 from Bath Street to Scotstoun. 

A spirited run on CRG 106 saw us in Oban for midday, but before any thoughts of lunch were allowed we had a depot visit to West Coast Motors. On view here were about half a dozen ex Scottish Bus Group Leyland Leopard / Alexander Y Types, of which WFS 154W was prevailed upon to run us back into the town centre. Reconvening on the CRG we travelled the short distance to the Calmac terminal to board the MV Clansman. There was plenty to see on the 4 hour 50 minute crossing to Barra, with land in sight most of the way. 

We landed at Castlebay at 2000 and checked in at our hotel, but that wasn't the end of the proceedings. At 2100 two Mercedes of local operator MacMillans arrived outside the hotel for what must have been the latest evening tour that we have ever operated. Former Arriva M64 WKA (driven by Mr MacMillan) was requested for its Merseyside connections, whilst R972 MGB (driven by Mrs MacMillan) was provided as duplicate, there being no full sized PCVs on the island. The entire tour took place in daylight, despite the late start. 

Monday 23rd May saw us in some of the most remote territory of the week, on Barra and South Uist. CRG 106 uplifted the party after breakfast and took us to Barra Airport, not to catch a plane but to witness one landing. An everyday occurrence, you might think, but the difference here is that the aircraft lands on the beach at low tide. The incoming BA Glasgow flight duly approached and, to the amusement of the waiting photographers, descended onto the beach amid clouds of spray. 

From here we continued to Ardmhor Slip, on the north side of Barra, where coach and passengers boarded the MV Loch Bhrusda for the forty minute sailing to Eriskay. This is a much smaller ferry, with space for about ten vehicles, and was built at Bromborough. Continuing via one of several causeways that we would encounter, we crossed from Eriskay to South Uist and checked in at our hotel in Daliburgh. From here Hebridean Coaches hired us C640UNV, one of the last Bedford / Duples on the islands, for a tour of local operators which included a run round the block on their ex Highland Leyland Leopard / Alexander CAS516W. 

Tuesday 24th May. On CRG 106 once again, we proceeded north across more causeways via South Uist, Benbecula and North Uist to Berneray, where the Loch Portain, another Bromborough-built ferry, awaited us for the one hour crossing to Leverburgh on the Isle of Harris. This route traversed very shallow waters, so much so that the hull touched the bottom a couple of times, evidently a routine occurrence. As with all our ferry crossings, Steve negotiated the slipways at both ends with extreme caution, as the steep slopes left only a few inches clearance under the front and rear overhangs. There were further Merseyside connections here, as Leverburgh was named after Lord Leverhulme (of Port Sunlight fame), who had plans to revitalise the fishing industry here in the 1920s, although in the end his intentions were unfulfilled. 

Whereas we had encountered quite a few hills already, the terrain in Harris was positively mountainous and in the vicinity of Loch Seaforth CRG 106 was soon slogging up some stiff gradients in second gear. Harris and Lewis are physically joined and presently we arrived at Stornoway for our two night stay. This is by far the largest town in the Western Isles, the only one to have a bus station and it was here that most of the party were to be found during the evening peak. 

The main operators all use a mixture of high floor coaches and Mercedes midibuses on their services and an unusual feature in Lewis is that several routes are directly operated by the local authority, Bus Na Comhairle. 

Wednesday 25th May. Thanks to their website, contact had been made at an early stage with the Western Isles Transport Preservation Group. We were pleased to find that the WITPG is a flourishing organisation with regular meetings in Stornoway. They have under-cover accommodation at two sites with a couple of fully restored 1970s Bedford coaches and a derelict Bedford OB which is being rebuilt. We asked the WITPG to arrange our programme for Wednesday and our two hosts, both called Callum, organised a three part itinerary. The morning activity was a tour to Back and Tolsta to see their preserved vehicles. The afternoon tour took us to the west side of Lewis and the depot of Galson Motors at Barvas, where those who wished to do so were allowed to try their hand at driving SCS 336M, an ex Western SMT Leopard tow bus. 

North of here a main road strikes north through ribbon development to the top of the island. To get there we requested Galson Motors’ oldest vehicle, B294 KPF, an ex London Country Leyland Tiger / Plaxton Green Line coach. The hire was at a preferential rate on the understanding (a typical MBC touch, this) that we provided the driver. For reasons that I shall mention later on, I made sure that the volunteer driver was going to be me. Thus it came about that very soon I was driving B294 KPF up the A857 to the Butt of Lewis, where the coach was positioned for photographs against the prominent lighthouse. 

We were now about a hundred miles from Barra, where we had first landed on the Western Isles. The Butt of Lewis was quite a milestone, as it would be the most northerly point visited on the holiday. As I pointed the Tiger southwards, I reflected that the journey home to Liverpool effectively began here. The day wasn't over and to keep us entertained in the evening the WITPG hired a function room in Stornoway British Legion. A convivial evening was spent viewing slides of previous visits taken by tour participant David Taylor from Nottingham, which greatly interested our hosts. 

The story will be concluded in Review 158.

Editorial Note: Due to the volume of news received this time (which isn’t a complaint, believe me!), this article has been serialised and the first of our Twenty Years of Deregulation articles has been postponed until next time.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Malcolm Barrington Remembered

As a perhaps slightly distant member of the MBC I was deeply saddened to hear the news that Malcolm Barrington has passed away.

I take part, when work allows, in as many MBC tours as I can and remember Malcolm as a typical scouse comedian and also of course as driver in the recent St.Helens / Leigh tour with JWM689P. I also attended the Gillmoss Titan line-up last September and remember Malcolm busily adorning some of the buses .

The MBC has sadly lost a truly nice member and will be the lesser for it. I feel so sad at his loss. – Steve Meredith 

NEWS ROUND-UP

Contributions for use in this section are always welcomed, please send them to:-

Arriva North West & Wales Fleet and Service News: ELLIOT STUFFINS, 29 Bowker Vale Gardens, Crumpsall, Manchester M9 8EY or email elliot@moosecat.co.uk 

News of All Other Merseyside & Cheshire Operators: IAN SIMPSON, 98 Bishopgate Street, Wavertree, Liverpool L15 1EW or email iansimpson@merseymail.com. 
Gtr. Manchester Fleet News: DAVE ELLIS, 24 Southfield Close, Stockport SK16 5RX.

MERSEYSIDE & CHESHIRE OPERATORS

ACE Travel, Aintree

The third Marshall Minibus here is registered P853UCA (formerly A10AVN). No prizes for guessing that this vehicle was previously with Avon, Prenton!

Aintree Coachline Group

The Leyland Olympian is becoming thin on the ground here. ECW-bodied former Ribble / North Western B962WRN has gone to Ensign Bus for further service; Ensign needed a low-height decker and this one evidently fitted the bill. Leyland-bodied former London United G302UYK has gone to the Stafford Bus Centre for resale.

Chesterbus


Leyland Olympian / NC 1 (B201EFM) has been repainted into full Chesterbus blue / cream livery. Similar 2 (B202EFM) is one of many buses whose front is in blue and cream while the rest of the bus wears the old Chester City Transport maroon livery.

Cumfybus, Southport

New ‘Slimline’ Optare Solo M780SLs MX55 WDD – G are in service here. Renault Master L125DDV has been sold for scrap.

First PMT

Depots: AG – Adderley Green (inc. Leek outstation), CH – Chester (inc. Ellesmere Port and Wrexham outstations), CR – Crewe, NE – Newcastle-under-Lyme, RF – Rock Ferry.
Plaxton-bodied Dennis Dart 40127 (M969XVT) has been out of use at RF for some time following an accident; it is unlikely to re-enter service.

Rock Ferry depot has recently been the subject of several serious attacks from vandals. One incident during the early hours of a Tuesday morning in December rendered almost the entire low-floor fleet unroadworthy and resulted in early morning Merseytravel services being operated by Scania and Volvo double-deckers. The company managed to run a near-normal service by the afternoon.

Worse still was an incident on the night of January 10th which left over 20 buses off the road having had every single window smashed; 180 windows in total are believed to have been smashed on this occasion. Vehicles damaged included low-floor Scanias 60106/10/1/52, DAF / Optare Delta 60047, Scania N113 31086, Dart SLF 40136/7/9 and most of the Marshall-bodied Darts.

As at January 3rd, the peak vehicle requirement (PVR) at Rock Ferry stood at 56 plus 5 battery buses from a total of 71 made up of 18 Scania low-floor saloons, 13 Volvo Olympians, 10 Scania N113s, seven Dennis Dart / Marshall, six Optare Solos, six Technobus Gullivers, five DAF / Optare ‘Deltas’, five Dart SLFs and one Mercedes Vario.

The PVR was reduced to 50 from January 8th with the withdrawal of services 17 and 92. A large number of vehicle transfers were due to take place that weekend as a result. However, the vandalism of January 10th has resulted in many vehicles being received on loan from other depots to cover for buses off the road. These have included Olympian / ECW 30057/9, Dart 40099 and DAF / Ikarus 60023 from Chester, Dennis Lance 60101 and Mercedes Varios 50031/41 from Newcastle and Optare Solo 40683 from Adderley Green, all of which have been used in service from Rock Ferry at least once. 

The original plan was to transfer all the Optare Deltas out of Rock Ferry but the decision was taken to retain these and transfer out the Marshall-bodied Darts which have a lower seating capacity. Some of these Darts had moved to Crewe by January 9th but others were caught up in the vandalism. Rock Ferry’s Optare Solos (40007-11/9) moved to Adderley Green on January 8th. Mercedes Vario 50029 and Scania N113s 31079/80/2 were all placed in reserve but quickly reactivated following the attack.

Mercedes Vario 50029 (R239ERE) has been in use from RF as a back-up for the electric minibuses on the E1, although it has seen little use.  Due to inadequate heating on the Technobuses, the evening service on the E1 was worked by Optare Solos on a number of occasions during the cold Christmas period. The evening service on the E1 was withdrawn after January 7th, however, owing to bad behaviour from undesirables and threats to staff. Service 151 (Woodside – Port Sunlight) has been partially re-routed to compensate. 

Ellesmere Port depot – latterly regarded as an outstation of Chester – was scheduled for closure from January 8th but operations were still continuing from the Wellington Road site at the time of writing. First holds the lease on the site until March so it is possible the depot will remain open until then.

The January 8th service changes resulted in the following routes being axed by First:

4: Chester – Cheshire Oaks – Stanney Grange

7: Ellesmere Port local service

21: Chester – Runcorn (joint with Arriva)

22/22A: West Kirby – Chester

17: Leasowe – Arrowe Park – Clatterbridge Hospital 

92: Birkenhead – Beechwood Estate via Claughton Village

X1: Chester – Flint

Most evening journeys on Rock Ferry services 41/42 (Mill Park – Birkenhead – Woodchurch) are now Merseytravel-subsidised and renumbered 141/142 and at Chester services 3, 16 and 51/53 are withdrawn after 8.30pm.

Perhaps the most historic loss is that of service 22 (formerly C22), one of the last long-established Crosville routes continuously operated by its direct successor. Arriva is currently operating replacement services on a temporary basis pending a tendering round.

Rumours have been circulating regarding the closure or sale to another operator of Rock Ferry depot. We can confirm that neither closure or sale of the depot is going to happen; the depot is currently being rewired and repainted and security has been stepped-up.

Finally 2006 is the 100th anniversary of the founding of Crosville Motor Services. It is not yet known if First will be formally marking the occasion although it is hoped to arrange something later in the year.

The above detailed notes are entirely the work of Steve Harris, to whom we are grateful for responding to our plea for First news in the last issue – Editor.
Halton Transport

Dennis Dart SLF / Marshall ‘Capital’ 88/9 (R408/9XFL) have been sold to D&G, Adderley Green. They were collected by their new owner on December 29th.

Merseypride, Speke

Former Stagecoach Manchester Dennis Dominator / Northern Counties B902TVR looks very good having been repainted into Merseypride’s red / white fleet livery.

Stagecoach Merseyside

Depots: AI – Aintree; GM – Gillmoss

New Vehicles

The last three of the first thirty Alexander-Dennis Dart Pointer B38F arrived as 34768-70 (PX55 EFA – EFC) just after the last Review closed for press, followed quickly by the first three of the second batch. These are numbered 34774-6 (PX55 EFD – EFF), with     34777-818 due early in 2006. 

34777-818 all have ‘55’ registrations booked which suggests they will be delivered before the end of February.

The three apparently ‘missing’ buses, 34771-3, have been delivered to Stagecoach East and carry appropriate Northamptonshire registrations. They were never intended to be delivered to Merseyside.

Vehicles Transferred In

The latest Volvo B10M-55 / Alexander ‘PS’ transferred in from other Stagecoach subsidiaries are as follows:

20174
AI
K574LTS
from East Scotland (Perth)

20178
AI
K578LTS
from East Scotland (Perth)

20192
GM
M592OSO
from Bluebird (Aberdeen)

20193
GM
M593OSO
from Bluebird (Aberdeen)

20194
GM
M594OSO
from Bluebird (Aberdeen)

20195
GM
M595OSO
from Bluebird (Aberdeen)

20301
AI
L301PSC
from Fife (Cowdenbeath)

20616
AI
L616TDY
from Stagecoach South (Aldershot)

20621
AI
L621TDY
from South Coast (Chichester)

20629
AI
L629TDY
from South Coast (Chichester)

20801
AI
N801DNE
from Devon (Exeter); new to Manchester

20802
AI
N802DNE
from Devon (Exeter); new to Manchester

Stagecoach Manchester Leyland Olympian / Northern Counties training bus 13205 (C205CBU) was on loan at Gillmoss for a few days during December 2005. A more permanent addition to the training fleet is 52146 (PSU443, K576DFS), a Plaxton-bodied Volvo B10M-60 which has moved from East Midland.

Reallocations

A significant number of inter-depot transfers has occurred in recent weeks. All five Optare Solos, 47156-9 (S111, 22, 33, 44ABC) and 47160 (T552ADN), have moved from Aintree to Gillmoss, as have former L&M Buses Dart MPDs 33161/2 (T36/7CCK) and 33174 (V484LCW). Volvo B10B / Alexander ‘Strider’ 21007 (M393VWX) has made the same move.

About half-a-dozen Alexander ‘Dash’-bodied single-deckers have been transferred from Gillmoss to Aintree; these include Dennis Dart 32685 (K557NHC).

Withdrawals and Disposals

The Leyland Titan fleet has been reduced dramatically since Review 156 such that only nine were left in service by January 15th. Withdrawals have taken 10257 / 339 / 47 / 464 (KYV257X etc.), 10552 / 78 / 632 (NUW552Y etc.), 10703 / 26 / 30 / 3 / 53 (OHV703Y etc.), 10984 (A984SYE) and 11086 (B86WUV) out of the fleet. 10850 (A850SUL) is back in service, although probably not for long.

The G-JHG Olympians – 14180/1/3/5 – have left the fleet for Stagecoach Devon and the remaining Olympians are not expected to remain very much longer as the intention is to have an all-single deck fleet here.

Many of the Alexander ’Dash’ single-deckers have been withdrawn for the second time by Stagecoach. These include Volvo B6s 30914/5/22/3 (L408/9/20/1JBD), 30924 (L423XVV), 30925/6/34/5 (L435/6/45/7LWA), 30948 (L701FWO) and 30953-6 (L838-41CDG), and Dennis Darts 32668 (K109XHG), 32669/77/8/80-2 (J506/31/3/44/5/9GCD), 32688/93 (K566/74NHC).

Northern Counties ‘Paladin’ Dart 32913 (L113HHV) has been withdrawn as well, as have Plaxton-bodied 32171/6/8 (K577/87/92MGT), 32180 (K824NKH) and 32181 (K853LGN).

DAF SB220 / Optare ‘Deltas’ 26004 (J800ABC) and 26005 (L700ABC), and Northern Counties-bodied 26006 (N600ABC) are withdrawn from passenger service but live on in the Training fleet at Gillmoss.

Nu-Venture, Aylesford, has taken Leyland Titans 10347, 10552, 10726 and 10984; these are all believed to be for further service. Dennis Dart 32700 (K708PCN) has gone to D&G, Adderley Green, where it is numbered 24 whilst 32668 (K109XHG) is now with Travel     A-2-Z of Walsall. Volvo B6s 30948 and 30953 have joined the fleet of GM Buses, Gorton.

Farewell Events

The surviving Leyland Titans at the time of writing are 10046 (WYV46T), 10293 (KYN293X), 10332/7, 10424 (KYV332X etc.), 10570, 10612/24 (NUW570Y etc.) and 10850 (A850SUL). A Farewell Running Day for these buses is expected to be held on Saturday February 4th, marking the type’s demise after thirteen years and three months of service to the people of Merseyside.

Renumberings, Repaints, Refurbishments

Optare Solo 47159 (S44ABC) has been repainted into Stagecoach livery and has re-entered service after a considerable period of time off the road.

General

The rationalisation of the route network inherited from GTL continues apace. Cross-river route 432 (Liverpool - New Brighton) finished on December 17th; the last journey was worked by immaculately-presented Leyland Titan 10570 (NUW570Y, Rebecca-Leigh).

Route 1/1X (City – Kirkby Admin) was axed from January 8th although service 20 is increased to every 10 minutes to compensate. Route 2 is renumbered 21 and rerouted in Kirkby so that it now runs Liverpool – Tower Hill and misses out Kirkby Admin.

Supertravel Omnibus, Speke

To summarise recent deliveries of Optare Solos here, 025-7 (MX55 BXP / O / N) are 10.2m M1020s to B37F layout whilst unnumbered (as yet) MX55 BYC / D / F are 9.2m M920s with 33 seats.

Withdrawals have taken Dennis Dart SLFs S8-10STM and Optare Solos YN53 ZWH / J out of the fleet; the intention is to eliminate leased buses from the fleet so that all buses are owned by the company itself. Dart SLFs KP51 SXZ, SYC / E should have been replaced by further Solos by the time this is read. Presumably the personalised registrations S8-10STM will be retained by Supertravel for further use.

Dennis Dart MPD / Plaxton V264BNV is now in purple / white fleet livery, having been painted out of its yellow SMARTeco scheme. The yellow sheme is retained by similar V331CVV, KP51 SYR and V263BNV.

To celebrate 100 Years of Motor Bus Transport, Wirral Transport Museum invites you to a Special Bus and Tram Running Day on Sunday 19th March 2006 A vintage bus service will operate on the old Oxton Circular Route Numbered 2 or 6, it will start and finish at Woodside Tram Terminal, where a selection of electric tramcars will be operating between 1pm and 5pm, between Woodside and Wirral Transport Museum. The tram return fare is £1 and 50p for concessionary travel. Entry into the Transport Museum is free. 

For further details, please contact Bill Barlow.

ARRIVA NORTH WEST & WALES

Depots: AB Aberystwyth, BA Bangor, BN Bolton (former Blue Bus premises, Goodwin Street), BT Bootle, CH Chester, CR Southport, CW Crewe, GL Green Lane, HU Huyton, JS St. Helens, LJ Llandudno Junction, LS Birkenhead, MA Manchester, RC Runcorn, RL Rhyl, SK Skelmersdale, SL South Liverpool, WF Winsford, WX Wrexham, WY Wythenshawe. The suffix (R) denotes a dedicated rail replacement vehicle.
New Vehicles

Spectacular new arrivals are the first new double-deckers for Arriva North West & Wales, the most recent bought new for both MTL and the Welsh operations being R-registered Volvo Olympians.  They will be numbered 4100 – 29 and are expected to be registered CX55 EAF / G / J / K / M / O / P / W / Y, EBA / C / D / F / G / J / K / L / M / N / O / P / U / V / Z, ECA / C / D / E / F / J; the first two can be confirmed thus.  4100 / 01 had been delivered to Bootle by 10th January and 4100 was noted operating on trade plates along Lime Street on the morning of the 18th, believed to be on delivery to Speke.  At least 4105 – 08 have since arrived at Bootle.  They are Volvo B7TLs with Alexander ALX400 bodies and high-backed seating to DPH45 / 27F layout.  They will be allocated to Speke depot and used to upgrade service 86 / A (Liverpool – Garston / John Lennon Airport) to double-deck, low-floor operation.   

New Cadets 2514 / 15 (DK55 FWY / Z), 2516 – 19 (DK55 FXA / B / C / D). 2520 – 29 (DK55 FXE / F / G / H / J / L / M / O / R / S), 2530 – 36 (DK55 FXT  / U / V / W / X / Y / Z), 2537 – 39 (DK55 FYA / B / C), 2540 – 49 (DK55 FYD / E / F / G / H / J / L / M / N / O), 2550 – 55 (DK55 FYP / R / S / T / V / W) are all now with the company, all for allocation to Runcorn depot except for 2517 – 19 which are at Speke.  They have high-backed seats and a revised green interior.

Loaned Vehicles

Three East Lancs-bodied Darts were loaned to Arriva Yorkshire before Christmas; 1167-9 (M167-9 WKA) have been at Heckmondwike depot.  They  were noted returning across the Pennines via the M62 on 30th December and have subsequently been allocated to Birkenhead.

Allocation Changes

No fewer than 117 allocation changes have taken place since Review 156; more will follow soon once the Volvo B7s enter service at Speke and upon the closure of Crewe depot in February – these will be reported in Review 158.

178
CW – MA
1283
HU – LS
6520
BT – CR

180
WY – BN
1289
CR – LS
6521
BT – CR

184
CW – MA
1311
SK – LS - WX
6522
BT – CR

340
RL – pool
1312
SK – WX
6523
BT – GL

343
RL – pool
1316
HU – CH
6524
BT - CR

346
RL – pool
1317
SK – WX
6533
SL - SH

353
RL – pool
1318
SK – CH - WX
6534
SL - CR

801
WY – LJ
1327
GL (loan) - CH
6535
SL - CR

1041
RC – CW
1332
CR – CH
6536
SL – CR

1043
RC – CW
1334
CH – WX
6537
SL – CR 

1050
RC – CW
1340
BA – CH
6538
SL - CR

1051
JS – CW
1750
BA – BT - BAt
6542
CR – SK

1107
BA – pool
1790
LS – BN
6543
CR – SK

1112
BA – CH
1791
LS – BN
6547
CR - SK

1118
BA – CH
1792
LS – BN
6549
CR –SK

1119
GL (loan) - WX
1794
LS – BN
6551
CR - SK

1124
MA – LS
1795
AB – BN
7238
SK – BT

1125
MA – RL
1796
AB – BN
7241
SK - BT

1129
RC – WX
1797
AB – BN
7533
RC – RL

1142
MA – LS
1799
SL – AB
7534
RC – RL

1143
MA – LS
2228
BT – SK
7535
RC – RL

1157
RC – WX
2236
BT – SK
7541
RC – BA

1158
RC – WF
2454
LS – SL
7542
RC – BA

1159
RC – WF
2400
BN – MA
7543
RC – CH

1160
RC - BT - WF
2475
AB – SL
7544
RC - CH

1161
RC - BT - WF
2476
AB – SL
7545
RC - CH

1162
RC - BT - WF
2477
AB – SL
7617
RC – MA

1163
RC – BT
2565
MA – BN
7618
RC – MA

1166
RC – CW
3071
LS(R) – LS
7619
RC - MA

1170
RC – LS
3219
AB –  BT(R)
7620
RC – CW

1182
CR – LS
3226
WF – pool
7624
BT - SK

1189
CR – LS
3227
WF - pool
7627
CR - SL - CW

1190
CR – LS
3251
LS – SL
7628
CR -SL - CW

1220
RC – BN
3310
GL - BT
7629
CR – SL

1221
RC – BN
3315
GL - BT
7630
CR – SL

1234
BT – BN
3324
GL - BT
7631
CR – SL

1235
BT – BN
6517
BT – CR
7642
BT – SK – BT

1237
BT – BN
6518
BT – CR
7663
BT – SK – BT

1245
RC – BN
6519
BT – GL
8164
BA – BT

Withdrawals & Disposals

The three Cadets used on the 2 group of services from Wrexham, 2486-8 (CX04 EHV / W / Y), have moved to Arriva Midlands at Oswestry along with the operation of that service.  They will be renumbered 2740-2.

Darts 1153-6 (L153-6 UKB) have also gone to Arriva Midlands, for use from Cannock on a new service to Walsall.  1153/5/6 were named “Beryl”, “Barry” and “Bertie” respectively.  The quartet were noted heading south from Caego on December 15th, 1154 having left Bangor earlier in the week and travelled to Caego to join its sisters for departure.

The ex-Stevensons Olympians, 3226/7 (F96/7 PRE), have both suffered accident damage and are withdrawn.  Varios 340/3/6/53 (R110/3/6/23 TKO) were dumped at Wrexham awaiting disposal by January 9th.

Former MTL / Merseybus Olympian 221 (E221 WBG) has been sold by Northern Blue of Burnley to Redby of Sunderland.  This is its second posting in the North East, as after disposal by Arriva Merseyside it passed to Arriva Northumbria as its 7205.

News of the Mercedes minibuses displaced from Crewe during 2005 is that 381 (P51HOJ) is now with Ashtonian (Bank View), Freckleton, while 384 (P54HOJ) is now with Iqbal (M&M), Accrington.

Rail Replacement

Olympians 3251/2/5/6/66 (F251YTJ etc.) were in use between Hunts Cross and Liverpool Central on Rail Replacement on January 14th, the first day of three consecutive weekend closures of this route.

Bootle depot provided emergency cover on the Liverpool – Hunts Cross line on the morning of Saturday 3rd December due to a broken rail at Brunswick, when various Volvo Citybuses and Rail Replacement Olympian 3266 (F266YTJ) were in use.  Laird Street similarly covered between Hooton and Chester due to a severed power cable on Tuesday 6th December, Olympians 3268/9 (F268/9YTJ) being employed.  Tierney coaches helped out – even providing Leopard / Duple JBO55P – on both occasions!

Service News

Major service revisions took effect from Sunday January 8th, accompanied by a fares 'revision' which sees the minimum fare on Merseyside raised to a whopping £1.20 although there is no change to the Liverpool Zone day ticket which remains at £2.80.


Perhaps the most radical change affects service 86 (Paradise Street Interchange - Garston) which sees many journeys renumbered 86A and extended to Liverpool Airport. Service 86N will run half-hourly through the night to the Airport with short workings to/from Penny Lane on Friday and Saturday nights. The intention had been to launch a fleet of 30 low-floor double-deckers on this service to coincide with the Airport extension but these have yet to materialise.


A number of Runcorn depot's services are also changed. Arriva takes over most of the former First PMT workings on service 21 / X30 (Chester - Runcorn - Warrington). Service X5 (Runcorn - Liverpool express) is renumbered X1 and its daytime frequency is increased to every 20 minutes although the X5A diversion via Widnes is scrapped. Service 79C (Runcorn - Widnes - Liverpool) will now operate in the evenings and on Sundays, service 82A (Runcorn - Widnes - Airport - Liverpool) likewise. Service 110 (Runcorn - Widnes - Warrington) is retimed but otherwise unchanged. These services will all now be operated by the new Cadets (2514-55) which are to receive 'Strider' branding.

General News

Major news as we go to press is that Crewe depot is to close during February 2006; some vehicles, routes and staff are expected to transfer to Winsford depot. The double-decker changes in the ANW&W fleet will see a number of Volvo Olympians come from Huyton – plus 3345 (R235AEY) from Aberystwyth - to replace all Crewe depot’s ECW Olympians bar 3038 (B198DTU), which will move to Winsford to join 3122 (C212GTU).  Catch them while you can!

The Lynxes at Crewe are due to be replaced by Scania / NC saloons from Runcorn early in the New Year.  The first of these to arrive was 1051 (R51XVM) from St. Helens, which spent New Year’s weekend at Runcorn depot having a manual destination fitted.  1041 (P41MVU) and 1050 (P250NBA) have also arrived.  The type is now in use on 38 although Lynxes were still in use also up to mid-January. A couple of Lynxes may move to Arriva Midlands along with the operation of service 85 (Hanley / Newcastle – Crewe).

Bolton’s Varios 0395-8 (V941KAG, MV02 XYJ / K and MK52 XNS) and the depot’s Metrorider fleet are slated for withdrawal in January.  

East Lancs-rebodied Tigers 1774/5 (WJI 9072/4) are now stored at Skelmersdale depot although Duple-bodied Tiger 1773 (F902JBB) and similarly-bodied Dennis Javelin 1950 (H63DJU) were still in service around Christmas-time.  Replacements are the former MTL DAF / Ikarus saloons from Birkenhead, 1790–4, all of which had been received by January 10th.  For 1794, it is an appropriate return as it operated for Blue Bus as a demonstrator during 1993.

December repaints of former Blue Bus vehicles at Bolton include Dart / East Lancs 1345 (M2 BLU), Lances 1922/3/34 (J102/3/14 WSC), B10BLE 2732 (V22BLU), MAN / East Lancs 2828/9 (MF52 LZA / B), Volvo Olympian / East Lancs 3361 (V41DJA) and Dennis Trident 4002 (Y48ABA); all of Mercedes minibuses 0395–-8 have now also been so treated, as has MAN / ALX 300 2825 (T222MTB), reputed to be the only example of this combination of body and chassis in any Arriva fleet. This has also been retrimmed with Arriva standard moquette.

January former Blue Bus vehicles to gain Arriva livery are MPD Dart 894 (X14BLU), DAF SB120CS / Cadet 2557 (Y21 BLU), MAN / East Lancs 2826/7 (MF52 LYY / Z) and Volvo Citybus / Alexander 3672 (H115ABV). This leaves only 10 vehicles at Bolton in BB livery, viz. Darts 1344/6, Lances 1921/32, DAFs 2556/60, Olympians 3362-4 and Trident 4001.

Blue Bus-liveried Metrorider 75 (P225FRB) ventured to Preston on service 113 from Wigan on January 13th.

At St. Helens, the first five of the batch of fifty Volvo B6 / Plaxton purchased by MTL North in 1994, 7201-5 (L201-5TKA) are scheduled for imminent withdrawal. Scania / Wright ‘Pathfinder’ saloons 2045/6 (RDZ 1705/6) have had the lower sections of the centre door panelled over; the upper windows remain as before. Volvo B6 / Plaxton 7217 (L217 TKA) was an unusual choice for service 10 to Liverpool on December 3rd.

Refurbishment of Runcorn’s Scania / NC saloons 1044 (P244NBA) and 1049 (R49MVU) has been completed and the buses have returned to service at this depot.  Some of the type have moved to Crewe to replace Lynxes.

All the new Cadets bar 2553-5, which were en-route from Northern Ireland via Stranraer on January 4th, had arrived at Runcorn in time for the January 8th service changes.  A new branding called the “Strider” network has been adopted for the Cadets, with the words “serving Widnes, Runcorn, Warrington and Liverpool” above the windows on both sides.  Six of the vehicles were displayed at Halton Stadium in Widnes on January 5th.

Following protracted accident damage repairs in Blackburn, Laird Street’s Volvo Olympian 3304 (N304CLV) returned to the depot on December 7th; it requires an engine and gearbox to be fitted prior to being prepared for a return to service.

The Birkenhead depot operated Chester school route 19 on 28th and 29th November as an emergency tender.  This had previously been operated by Parish coaches and runs between Vicars Cross and Christleton High School.  Vehicles used on the two days were all Volvo Olympians, with 3278 (N278CKB) on the morning of 28th, 3292 (N292CKB) that afternoon and 3301 (N301CLV) both duties on the 29th.  The subsequent operator of the contract is not known.

Seven additional vehicles were required at the depot for the commencement of operation of former First services 17 and 92 from January 8th.  These services are being operated by step-entrance Darts drawn from the existing and newly-arrived examples at the depot.

Chester’s ex-Runcorn SLF Darts 7543-5 are for operation on former First services 22 / 22A (Chester – West Kirby) and have been deployed thus so far although 1118 (L148 WAG) was on the route on 10th January. The rest of the newcomers are for service 4 (Chester – Cheshire Oaks – Stanney Grange), while the other service acquired from First, the 7 (Ellesmere Port - Kendall Drive) will be the preserve of 149 (P473APJ).

The ex-Midland Red Dominators are due to be replaced by an assortment of Volvo Olympians once the cascades from Speke following delivery of the new B7TLs take effect.   Last-built 3837 will remain here; it continues to see regular use on 10 (Chester – Connah’s Quay), being noted thus on both December 24th and January 7th.The depot made the most of a brief visit of Olympian 3071 (B251NVN) at the end of November, employing it on service 10 to Connah’s Quay on November 28th before returning it to Birkenhead the following day.

16 out of 32 passengers on board Aberystwyth-based DAF coach 5004 (NEY 819) were taken to hospital in Carmarthen, none with very serious injuries, after the vehicle collided with a people-carrier at Gwyddgrug near Pencader on the  A485 Alltwallis to Llanllwni Road and ended up on its side, whilst operating service X40 on Sunday 8th January.  One person had to cut free from the coach.  Both it and 5003 are slated for disposal under the January reallocations.
GREATER MANCHESTER OPERATORS

Bu-Val, Littleborough

Marshall Minibus P851UCA has been acquired from Avon, Prenton, where it has been registered A9AVN. It was still in Avon livery when noted on December 10th.

First Manchester

Dennis Arrow / Northern Counties 30583 (P410PLE), 30588 (P416MTW) and 31904 (P404PLE) have been acquired from First West Yorkshire with similar 31950 (R450ULE) in from First Somerset & Avon. All these buses – which were new to Capital Citybus – are based at the Ince schools unit.

Mercedes O.405 / Optare ‘Prismas’ 60420/42 have been repainted into the current livery.

Ince depot now undertakes various passenger services on Saturdays including services 132 (Wigan – Trafford Centre) and 300 (Bolton – Trafford Centre); one vehicle is also provided for service 22 (Bolton – Stockport).

Following the delivery of the new Volvo B7RLEs various transfers took place with the result that all Mercedes Citaros are now based at Bury and all Optare Excels have moved to Wigan.

GM Buses, Gorton

Volvo B6s acquired are Alexander DP40F-bodied 150/2 (L242/54CCK) from M&H Travel, Gorton, Plaxton B40F-bodied 151 (L407GDC) from Go Ahead North East and Alexander B40F-bodied 153 (L701FWO) and 154 (L838CDG) from Stagecoach Merseyside.  All the above were repainted into fleet livery before entering service here.

Four Volvo Olympians with Alexander H47/29F livery have been acquired from London United as 224-7 (R941-4YOV). 224/5 entered service in as-acquired LU livery with dual door layout. They were converted to single-door over Christmas. 226/7 entered service converted to single-door but in as-acquired livery. 227 has since been repainted in full fleet livery (and very nice it looks too! – Editor).

JP Travel, Middleton

Optare MetroRider M247XWX (see Review 156) came from Arriva Yorkshire. From the same source has come similar M750MWR, whilst further MetroRiders from Arriva North East are M444/6/8HPF and M866KCU. Plaxton ‘Pointer II’-bodied Dennis Dart SLF T430EBD has joined the fleet from People’s Express, West Bromwich. All these acquisitions are in blue / yellow fleet livery.

Mayne, Clayton

Wright-bodied Scania saloons M113SLS and M521/2UTV have been acquired from Nottingham City Transport. 522 entered service in Mayne livery with fleet number 39.

South Lancs, Atherton

Further to the last Review, S24-6SLT are Wrightbus-bodied Scania L94 single-deckers, painted in a revised version of yellow / blue fleet livery with route branding for ‘Shevington Shuttle’ service 635.

Stagecoach Manchester

Depots: CS – STOCKPORT (Charles Street), GP – GLOSSOP (York Street), HE – MANCHESTER (Hyde Road, including Chadderton outstation), PS – MANCHESTER (Princess Road, Moss Side), ST – STOCKPORT (Daw Bank).

New Alexander-Dennis Trident ALX400s 18372-4 (MX55 KPY / KPZ / KRD) have entered service from Hyde Road depot. Also at this depot is a further Leyland Olympian triaxle / Alexander, 13515 (C166HBA).

UK North, Gorton

Volvo Olympian / Alexander H47/29F 222/3 (R919/20WOE) have come from London United. 222 entered service repainted in UKN livery whilst 223 did so in as-acquired colours. Both of these buses have been converted to single-door layout.
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REVIEW 158

Review 158 will be available at April's meeting and posted out shortly thereafter to members who can't attend the meeting. 

The Deadline for contributions to Issue 158 is Wednesday March 15th at the latest. Contributors must adhere to the deadline as late submissions will be left out.

EVENTS DIARY

COMMEMORATIVE DAY & CROSVILLE CENTENARY CELEBRATION DINNER Sunday April 30th 2006. 2006 marks the 100th anniversary of the founding of the Crosville Motor Company. It is planned to celebrate the event in a number of ways. There will be a road run of historic former company vehicles from Rhyl to Llandudno in the morning of April 30th. This will depart from 10.30 from near the Clock Tower on Rhyl Promenade and follow the route of old service 409. Vehicles will then be assembled and displayed from lunchtime as part of the annual Llandudno Transport Festival at Bodafon Fields in Llandudno. The culmination of the day’s activities will be the CROSVILLE CENTENARY CELEBRATION DINNER  (£19 per person). Reception will be at 19.00 for a 19.30 start. To reserve places at the dinner please send a deposit cheque for £5 per person and an SAE, payable to M. Grant, at 13 Ribble Grove, HEYWOOD, OL10 4SD. (Telephone: 01706 365264 or e-mail: mikegrant91@yahoo.co.uk for further details).

H.A.T.S. The Merseyside Historical & Transport Society hold monthly meetings at the Ship & Mitre on the second Wednesday of each month, beginning at 2000. Talks are given on a variety of transport subjects. Meetings are organised by John Ryan, 0151 334 7732.

CROSVILLE ENTHUSIASTS CLUB TOURS To book or enquire contact Nigel Lukowski, 8 Powys Close, Queensferry, Flintshire, CH5 2FA. 07979 270801. April 8th: North Wales, hoping to use Bristol VRTs; June 10th: South Cambria Tour; July 8th: North Wales; TBA, August: Snowdon Sherpa event; September 9th: English area tour, details TBA.

WIRRAL BUS & TRAM SHOW 2006: This year’s event will take place on Sunday Oct. 1st.
WEB LINKS
 The MBC's own official website: www.bus-enthusiast.com/mbc.html
Updated January 31st with latest tours and meeting information. Please circulate this web address to friends / colleagues who you think might be interested in joining the MBC! We need to do everything we can during 2006 to get our membership back over the 200 mark and the website is one resource which can be used to this end.

 Merseyside & Cheshire Buses: www.bus-enthusiast.com/mcbuses.html

Ian Simpson's website dealing with local bus operations in Merseyside and Cheshire. Not an official MBC site.
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